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The rabbis say that upon reaching the gates of
heaven, we will be asked not if we know all the right
answers, but if we asked good questions in life.
Doubt is a part of faith, and yet many feel that the
church is the last place they can openly voice their
guestions and doubts without being labeled a heretic.

L W«

H(’ !()}L\
Living the Questions is a DVD-based study that will

form the core of the adult education series for Lent. Each week we will view a 20-minute
presentation by one of the leading voices of progressive Christianity today, folks like Marcus
Borg, John Dominic Crossan, Tex Sample, Emily Townes, and John Shelby Spong. Then we will
spend the rest of the hour engaged in honest conversation. Many perspectives, including my
own, will be challenged. We will not all agree about everything. But together we will explore the
relevance of Christianity for the 21* century and what a meaningful faith can look like in today’s
world.

This would be a great opportunity to invite someone you know who might be described as on the
edge of faith. Perhaps they have had a bad experience with “church.” Maybe they left the church
because no one was interested in engaging their questions. Perhaps they thought it wasn'’t polite
to wonder aloud about the things they wonder about. Living the Questions is engaging and
broadly inviting. All are truly welcome. Please do consider whom you might invite to share this
journey with you. We will meet Sundays from 9 - 10 a.m. beginning March 4.

Also on March 4, we will start using our new worship resource,
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. They are here and will be in the pews
soon! Remember that in addition to a host of new liturgies, ELW
includes the familiar LBW Settings 1 and 2. We will break ourselves
in using LBW 1 (which is ELW Setting 3!) as we learn the geography
of the new book. Once we are comfortable with the layout and with
finding our way around, we’ll embark upon learning some of the new
stuff. And that will be an exciting, multi-year project!

Many of you have raised a legitimate concern about our stewardship
of paper with our current bulletin format, which prints out most of the service every week. An
environmental audit team is currently looking at our resource usage as a congregation, but we
know, even before receiving their recommendation, that we can conserve significantly on our
paper usage if we simply use the new ELWs and stop printing out what is already contained in
the book.

So starting on March 4, we’ll use the new books and not the bulletin to guide our worship. To be
visitor-friendly, worship leaders will occasionally remind everyone what page we are on. Hymns
will be announced. Scripture readings will not be printed, so if seeing the words of the readings is
important to you, bring your Bible from home. A single-sheet “bulletin” with the weekly schedule,
announcements, prayer list, daily Bible readings, and other information will still be distributed.

Let's keep an open mind and see how it goes. Not only will our fellow creatures, the trees, thank
us, but we will save significant wear and tear on a very expensive copy machine.

May God grant us a blessed Lenten journey!

Pastor Chris



Evangelism llluminations

We continue the series of Evangelism llluminations
by Pr. Dwight Dubois of the Center for Renewal.
After examining what evangelism is not, we start to
explore what evangelism is. Pay special attention
to this month’s installment:

What evangelism is

Beginning then, with the idea that evangelism is
God'’s idea, not ours, that evangelism is rooted in
God'’s continual movement toward the world and
based on God'’s desire to restore all creation, we
can move on to look at what evangelism is, or at
least what it might be, in our congregations and
among our members, for the sake of the world.

Evangelism is a result of vibrant faith

communities

Contrary to the expectation that evangelists are
Lone Rangers (or worse yet, spiritual flashers),
evangelism begins in the faith community’s life
together, and evangelism finds expression through
the faith community. “God is concerned in the first
place,” Bowen writes, “to create a community
committed to twin foci: love of God and love of
neighbor—a community that will be intriguing and
attractive to outsiders. As God's people live in
God'’s world in God’s way, their life will be a
powerful magnet for everyone searching for truth
and compassion, for justice and dignity, for
meaning and hope. The outstretched hands cannot
achieve much unless they are attached to a healthy
body.”

Evangelism does not begin, nor does it end, in

individuals verbalizing their faith to other individuals.

“God’s rescue mission,” Bowen says, “has never
happened through words alone.” Instead, God has
always called a community, from the people of
Abraham and Sarah to the people of St. John’s By
The Gas Station, to demonstrate what life in God’s
reconciled and reconciling kingdom looks like.

Bowen summarizes, “How revolutionary it would be
if churches, instead of asking themselves, ‘How can
we evangelize?’ would ask, ‘What is the quality of
our community life? Is it such that outsiders to the
faith might be attracted by it?"”

That’s how it is with God'’s love,
once you've experienced it,
you want to sing, it's fresh like spring,
you want to pass it on.

Evangelism is a result of vibrant faith communities,
not a burden imposed on insecure believers. There
are churches whose members are witnessing to

friends, family members and coworkers; in most
cases, this witness comes from health, vitality, and
excitement over what is happening in the
congregation. It's like finding a great new
restaurant; we invite others to join us there so they
can share our excitement. Conversely, if people are
not excited about what is happening in their
congregation, or if they participate only for their own
individual benefit, then they are not going to go and
tell others what they have seen and heard (Luke
7:22).

A personal confession: From time to time | stop at
fast food restaurants for a bite to eat. Most of the
time | am by myself, and | stop only for something
to keep me going between appointments or
activities. | generally don't invite others to join me at
such places. When | want to combine a meal with
social interaction, | go to places with better food and
an appealing environment, places that are
conducive to spending time together and enjoying
one another’s company.

If our congregations are nothing more than spiritual
Burger Kings, where we fill up our spiritual tanks
(and “have it our way” at that), then we are not
going to tell others what we've found or invite others
to join us. Why should we? If “church” is only “for
me,” why would we invite someone? But if our
congregations are vibrant communities of faith
where people are finding truth and compassion,
justice and dignity, meaning and hope in one
another’'s company, why would we not invite others
to come and see for themselves?

Next month: Evangelism is built on trusting
relationships, and it takes time



The Combined Circles will
meet on Thursday,
February 8 at 9:30 a.m. at
church for Bible Study. Pat
Fawcett and Gladys Olson
are the hostesses.

Financial News

February 4

February 11

February 18

February 21 Ash Wed
February 25

139 $ 5,268.00
162 $ 5,626.00
188 $ 4,082.23
113

no services/snow

Note New Worship Times
Worship Schedule for

Holy Week

Maundy Thursday services

12:15-12:45 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

Good Friday services
12:15-12:45 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

Lenten Evening Prayer Each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
followed by Soup Supper

March 7 — 6:00 p.m.

March 14 — 6:00 p.m.

March 21 — 6:00 p.m.

March 28 — 6:00 p.m.
You are invited to come and share a meal following
Lenten Services. Please bring a salad or dessert to
share and your own table service. Crackers will be

furnished.

Soup Supper
Assignments
March 7 - Family & Youth and
Stewardship committees
March 14 - Outreach and
Worship & Arts Committees
March 21 - Education &
Property Committees
March 28 - Social Concerns &
Executive Committees

We will be publishing a new pictorial directory of St
Andrew’s church family. Olan Mills will be at St Andrews
to photograph you and vyour family Monday-
Wednesday, April 16-18, 3:00pm-9:30pm.

Every participating family/household that selects
a pose for the directory will receive a
complimentary directory and 8X10 Custom
Natural Portrait.

You will come to the church only once for less
than an hour for photography and portrait
viewing.

In the next several weeks we will be setting
appointments before and after services at the church.
You can even sign up now, day or night, by going online
at our church web site www.standrewsames.org and
click the sign up link. Sign up as soon as possible to
get the best appointment to fit your schedule. Our
directory will not be complete without you. Please
participate by coming to the church to have your picture
taken by the Olan Mills photographer.
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TANZANIAN

MINISTRY TEAM
The Tanzanian Ministry
Team has been very
busy in the last 5
months since returning
from our visit to
Hedaru! As agreed by
our two churches when
we were there, we have
kept the majority of our
focus on water...and we
are pleased to ann-
ounce that we have a
project about to begin!

The District Water Engineer in Same, Tanzania did a
study several years ago, and determined that there were
two places Hedaru could do small projects that would
bring BIG results. One was to improve a very old
leaking catchment system high on the mountain near our
sub-congregation of Sine. By repairing the tank at the
top, replacing the pipe, and building a new storage tank
at the bottom, a significant amount of fresh clean water
could be harvested that is now being lost. All of the
labor will be donated by local villagers, and much of the
material for cement can be found locally. They did not
have the money to finance it at the time, so we agreed it
was a logical first project for our two churches to do
together. We should have an exact cost soon, but they
estimate it will be under $10,000 total....most of that
being the cost of the pipe.

The other project they would like to undertake is to bring
in a drill and dig some bore holes in the village of
Hedaru. In that survey done several years ago, and a
number of locations were deemed "likely to have water".
The big challenge will be to find a drill. If that can be
done, we will pursue this option as soon as possible.
With the survey already paid for, the cost of drilling a
single well can vary from $2000-5000, depending on
how many bore holes it takes to hit water, and can
provide about 500 people with clean fresh water daily.

Like many things in Tanzania, the World Bank Grant to
upgrade the entire village water system is moving very
slowly. The program has been reorganized, and while it
will probably come through eventually, they estimate
work will not even begin for at least 3-5 years, so we
want to start doing some small things now. Both of
these projects are manageable by our own
congregation, and will progress as the funding is raised.
Both will have a significant impact on the water situation
in Hedaru.

Thanks to the youth who will be donating all the
proceeds from the Variety Show on Feb 25 to our water
project! With several generous donations at the end of
2006, we now have almost enough to begin. We will
continue to raise money through our monthly "Souper
Sunday" event (that's where we ask you to make soup,
and then we sell it back to you!!) and the work will
proceed in Hedaru as we are able to send the funding.

If you would like to make a donation to this water
project, send a check to Paula at the church office, and
make it out to ST ANDREW'S EMF....memo: TMT water
project. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

If you would like to get involved, the Tanzanian Ministry
Team meets the third Monday night of the month at 7:00
PM at St. Andrew's.

News from Worship & Arts Committee
We are celebrating the new hymnals! The green
hymnals will be distributed to those who made memorial
gifts of a hymnal at some time. If you wish to have one
or more that you donated, please check the front cover
for the dedication plate and help yourself.

They will be available in Fellowship Hall on Easter

Sunday and after for 6 weeks.

Providence at
work

In 1722, St. Thomas Lutheran
Church in Leipzig, Germany,
was searching for an
organist/choir director.
Composer Georg Philipp
Telemann was offered the job.
He accepted but soon decided
he would remain in Hamburg.
Another composer, Christoph Graupner, was then
offered the job, but his powerful employer would not
release him to take the position.

Finally, a man named Johann Sebastian Bach was
chosen for the job.

Bach was extremely productive, often writing an anthem
a week. He played the organ, directed the choir and
taught music to students. He wrote monumental works
such as St. Matthew’s Passion, which is still sung by
choirs today.

Bach composed more than 300 cantatas, dozens of
chorales, preludes, organ compositions and other
musical works. More than 250 years after his death,
Bach’s music still brings inspiration to many.

Bach died at 65, while still composing and serving the
church. Bach’s legendary service at St. Thomas Church
reflects God'’s providential care at work in him and
through him.



March Birthdays
1 ~ Gloria Billings, Lynette Jensen
2 ~ Shannon Miner
3 ~ Monica Behning
4 ~Tom Ross
5 ~ Elliott Russell
7 ~ Robert Wessel
8 ~ Meleah Jensen, Jane Klocke, Siri Larson,
lan Peeler, Emma Peeler
9 ~ Nathaniel Behning
12 ~ Jim Berhow
13 ~ Sarah Kerr
14 ~ Colton Vosberg
15 ~ Elizabeth Howe
16 ~ Sarah Buck, Dorothy McGee
17 ~ Earl Wahl
20 ~ Frank Schaller
22 ~ Leslie Miller, Garrett Russell
23 ~ Ledah Paysen
24 ~ Almira Uemura, Justin Upah
25 ~ Alex Krumm, John Meraz
26 ~ Chris Olkiewicz, Philip Parsons
27 ~ J Andreae, CIliff Olson
29 ~ Trent Rice
30 ~ Don Blomgren, Sara Lehman

A Reminder of
Daylight Savings Time
New schedule this

year

Daylight Savings Time
Begins March 11

Prayer List

Our Shut-In Members:
Florence White Jo Thiel
George Hiserote

Those with Cares and

Concerns:

George Hiserote — admitted to Bethany Manor

Phil Meraz’s father — health concerns

Randy Palmisano — husband of Virginia - surgery

Jan Warwick’s brother — Norman, pending kidney

transplant

Steve Werner, brother of Tracey Werner-Wilson-health
concerns

Bill Buck, brother of Ben Buck-health concerns

Judy McLellan, friend of Sarah Buck-- health concerns

Lauren Bentley, Janet Dixon’s niece- health concerns

Pam Bentley, Janet Dixon’s sister-in-law-health
concerns

Bill Scholar, brother-in-law of Gayle Osterberg, cancer

Ella Frier — grandmother of Lynn Koenig

Pastor Charles Solberg — cancer

Jim Hougnon, former member - cancer

Leroy Scharnhorst - cancer

Gladys Holler, Susan Teas’ mom — health concerns

Mike Corcoran Anna Plotcher Jane Lindebak

John Gaunt Ann Bosworth, Lisa Nower’s mother Marie

Severson Paul Fiala Mary Beth Tyler

Lenore Endorf Terry & Patricia Pralle Cheryl Ring

Local Agencies:

The Youth at Beloit & Bremwood ACCESS Emergency

Residence Project and Project Home Mission & the families

these support Stonehaven & Keystone residential facilities
Youth and Shelter Services Our local sister ELCA

Churches: Lord of Life, Bethesda, University Lutheran and

area congregations.

Globally:

Our Companion Church — The Hedaru Parish in Tanzania
The victims of natural disasters The peoples of the Middle
East & Iraq The US armed forces serving overseas

We apologize for any errors or omissions to the listed
Milestones or the Prayer List. Please let the office know
of any additions or corrections.



St Andrews Lutheran Church
Council Minutes 15 February 2007

Present: Bill Koenig, Jon-Scott Johnson, Ken Israel, Don Boyle, Linda Severson, Dave Krumm, Janet Dixon,
Brenda Anderson, Jeff Pearson, Melissa Wubben, Pastor Chris, Susan Teas, Sharon Anderson, and Becky
Kocourek

Council opened with prayer and reflection led by Bill Koenig. Council then began discussion regarding the
vision statement brainstorming. Ideas included having members become more acquainted with various social
concerns groups, increasing awareness about opportunities for compassionate outreach so that members can
become involved, creating a bulletin board for volunteerism contacts, having a maximum amount of information
posted on the website (including links to volunteer opportunities), maintaining the low rent housing
opportunities, improving landscaping to draw people into the church, developing spaces in which people can
congregate to talk and be engaged in activities, having fellowship time outdoors to increase visibility in the
community, updating information and ambiance present at the entrances into the church, updating information
on the bulletin boards, remodeling the support staff office, increasing accessibility for handicapped individuals,
increasing awareness of visitor parking and making sure spaces are available, having events outdoors,
participating in welcome fairs for ISU students, having a churchwide MICA donation drive, concentrating on
smaller scale ways of participating that can include many members, downloading audio versions of the
sermons on the website, creating outreach worship services at nursing homes or other facilities in the
community, placing signs on the edges of town, developing interfaith communication with leaders of the Islamic
community, and developing ways to actively support families participating in the Emergency Residence
Program. Committee chairs will return to committees and discuss prioritizing goals and how and when to
implement various activities.

Jon-Scott moved that we accept the agenda; this was seconded by Ken Israel and approved. There was a
motion to accept the January minutes by Jon-Scott Johnson, seconded by Ken Israel, and approved by
Council.

Old Business:
1. Jon-Scott, Bill Koenig, and Ken Israel will participate in a group attending worship at Abounding Joy
church to present monetary gift.
2. CTIM will take place on 10 March, and registrations are due early next week.
3. Center for Renewal workshop will take place 24 February 2007.

New Business:

1. Carryover of $4311.26 from 2005 was overlooked in developing the 2007 budget development.

2. March meeting date is during Ames schools and ISU spring breaks. The meeting date will not be
changed.

3. Executive committee will be discussing the structure of Council and presenting recommendations to
Council regarding possible changes to the current structure.

4. Becky will be taking 8 weeks of parental leave, and would like to cut back to 32 hours upon return.
Susan Teas moved that we form a special committee with Susan Teas, Brenda Anderson, Jeff
Pearson, Dave Krumm, and Pastor Chris to assist in developing a plan and making recommendations
regarding this issue. The motion was seconded by Jeff Pearson and approved by Council.

5. Becky talked about how SALC can develop different resources for faith building in families.

Treasurer’s Report:  We are seeing a similar rate in income to last year, and the income is within $2000 of
budgeted income.

Director of Family and Youth:  Becky announced that there will be a workshop on helping hurting kids.

Pastor report: Pastor Chris had a good conference experience. He also mentioned that we should keep time
tables in mind regarding committee minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.
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March 4
Greeters:

Ushers:

Acolytes:
Assisting Minister:
Scripture Reader:
Communion Prep:

Communion Servers:

Social Time:
Counters:

March 11
Greeters:
Ushers:

Acolytes:

Assisting Minister:
Scripture Reader:
Communion Prep:

Communion Servers:

Social Time:
Counters:

2" Sunday in Lent

Youth

Youth

DJ Settles, Stephen Pearson
Jan Warwick

Youth

Paul & Betty Beard, Mark & Lynette Jensen
Sara Lehman, Jeff Drury

3 Sunday in Lent

Paul & Cheryl White, Don Boyle, Mary Anderson
Brent & Brenda Anderson, Harvey Thompson,
Frank Schaller

Morgan Todd, Lauren Stuart

Gene Pollmann

Jim Copley

Rupert & Carmen Kenyon

Glynn & Dagmar Frank

Judy Denato, Audrey Upah

Sara Lehman, Jeff Drury

March 18
Greeters:

Ushers:

Acolytes:
Assisting Minister:
Scripture Reader:
Communion Prep:

Communion Servers:

Social Time:
Counters:

March 25
Greeters:

Ushers:

Acolytes:
Assisting Minister:
Scripture Reader:
Communion Prep:

Communion Servers:

Social Time:
Counters:

March, 2007

4™ Sunday in Lent

Don Boyle, Les Carlsborg, Norma Ness, Irv Rosheim

Tom & Judy McDonald, Rupert & Carmen Kenyon
Janey Fisher, Hannah Carlson

Alice Thompson

Pete Korsching

Cindy & John Russell

Pat Fawcett, Charlotte Kemp

Charlotte Kemp, Jon-Scott & Mary Johnson

Sara Lehman, Jeff Drury

5™ Sunday in Lent

Jim, Paula, Cameron & Noah Madson, Don Boyle,
Melissa Wubben

Glynn & Dagmar Frank, Al Jergens, Carol Crane
Audrey Folkmann, Elliott Russell

Mary Johnson

John Kovar

Jim & Paula Madson

Rupert & Carmen Kenyon

Sharon & Richard Olson, Sharon Anderson
Sara Lehman, Jeff Drury

If you are not able to serve the Sunday you are sch
your own substitute and notify the church office of
you.

eduled, please find
the change. Thank



St. Andrew's Lutheran Church Calendar of Events
March 2007
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Thursday

1

5:00 PM Ames Chamber
Artist(ACA)

Friday

2

Wedding Rehearsal

Saturday

3

Dorr Wedding

25 26 27 28 29 30
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:00 AM Ed_u_cation (:ommitt_ee 5:30 PM Scout Den Bulletin Deadline 9:30 AM Mary & Sarah
9:00 AM Living the Question  \jeeting 6:00 PM Lenten Wor- | Circles at Church
9:00 AM Sunday School . hip & S S . .
10:15 AM Worship 7:00 PM Ames Choral ship oup Supper |7:00 PM Executive
11:15 AM Property 7:15 PM Outreach 7:00 PM Adult Choir Committee
Committee Committee 7:00 PM HS Small
11:30 AM Puppets Groups
4:00 PM Scout Den meeting
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 AM Living the 7:00 PM Ames Choral 9:00 AM 60+ at HyVee Bulletin Deadline Newsletter Deadline
Question 7:00 PM Social Concerns West 6:00 PM Lenten Wor- |5:00 PM Ames Chamber
9:00 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Stewardship | 5:30 PM Power Pack ship & Soup Supper | _ Artist(ACA) _
10:15 AM Worship Committee 7:00 PM Adult Choir | 7:00 PM Church Council
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 AM Living the 7:00 PM Ames Choral 5:00 PM Ames Chamber Bulletin Deadline
Question 7:00 PM Scout Pack Meeting  Artist(ACA) 6:00 PM Lenten Wor-
9:00 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Tanzania Minis- ship & Soup Supper
10:15 AM Worship try Team 7:00 PM Adult Choir
11:30 AM Puppets 7:07 PM 807
4:00 PM Scout Den meeting
6:30 PM Good Company
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 AM Living the 7:00 PM Ames Choral 5:00 PM Ames Chamber Bulletin Deadline 5:00 PM Ames Chamber
Question Artist(ACA) 6:00 PM Lenten Wor- Artist(ACA)

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship

6:30 PM Good Company

5:30 PM Power Pack
7:00 PM Family & Youth
Committee

ship & Soup Supper
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM HS Small
Groups




