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The Importance of the 
“Family” in Family Ministry 

 
I recently read an article in the Lutheran 

Partners magazine on faith formation and would like 
to share a few of the highlights.  The article 
discussed a recent shift in how ministry takes place 
in the church.  For the past 50 years the church has 
been seen as the center of faith formation.  Pastors, 
youth directors, and other church professionals were 
given primary responsibility for educating children 
about the Christian faith and passing on Christian 
values.    

Unfortunately, this approach has not been 
effective in passing on the faith.  Nor is it a biblical 
concept.  In the book of Deuteronomy, the Lord 
says, “Keep these words that I am commanding you 

today in your heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise” (Deut. 6:6-7).  As 
the article points out, that does not leave much time during a 24 hour period when 
parents are not suppose to talk to their children about their faith.  It is clear that parents 
play a central role in passing on their faith to their children.   
  

Research also supports the idea that parents are the most important people in 
their child’s faith formation.  The top four factors in whether or not our children will have 
faith are: 1) what mom does 2) what dad does 3) what mom says 4) what dad says.  Not 
only is what each parent says and does important, it is equally important that there is 
consistency and harmony between the two parents’ words and actions.  If one parent 
attends worship but the other does not, that sends mixed messages to the children 
regarding the importance of faith.     
  

Unfortunately, many parents do not feel equipped to talk with their children about 
their faith.  Sometimes, they themselves may not know the gospel or have the words to 
recite.  Often times, when adults are involved in ministry, they are given menial tasks, like 
providing transportation or meals.  The end result is that only 1 in 10 of our churched 
families ever talk about faith outside of the church building.  Again, that is 1 in 10 of those 
families ATTENDING church. 
  

Both the research and scripture show us the importance of partnering the home 
and the congregation in passing on the faith.  Congregations need to become places 
where people are equipped to pass on the faith in their daily lives.  This is not just for 
families, but for all believers.  Every time a child is baptized the entire congregation 
promises to help support the family to nurture the faith of the child.  Therefore, we all 
have a responsibility and a role in passing on the faith to the next generation.   
  

Dr. David Anderson identifies Five Principals for Youth and Family Ministry that 
summarize this different understanding of the “church”.   
 

1) Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, trusted 
relationships.  
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2) The church is a living partnership between the ministry of the congregation and the ministry of the home.  
3)  Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too.  
4) Faith is caught more than it is taught.  
5) If we want Christian children and youth, we need Christian adults and parents. 
 
Pastor Chris and I take seriously our role in equipping all members of St. Andrew’s to share their faith and we will be 

looking for new ways to help and support you in the year ahead.  We invite you to join us on this journey and to take 
seriously the role that you also play in passing on the faith.    

Becky Kocourek 

Director of Family and Youth Ministries  

(Information taken from Youth and Family Ministry: What is it?  Why do it? How do we begin? by Marilyn Sharpe, Lutheran Partners, 
January/February 2007) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday is a time for repentance and the beginning of Lent. Ashes were used 
in ancient times, according to the Bible, to express penitence. Dusting themselves 
with ashes was the penitent’s way of expressing sorrow for sins and faults. An ancient 
example of one expressing his penitence is found in Job 42:3-5. Job says to God: “I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I 
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (v. 5, NRSV). 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 21.   

This year we will be trying something new to hopefully make it easier for you to find time for worship on this important day.  
There will be a new service at 12:15 p.m.  for those of you who are able to get away during your lunch hour.   
It will conclude by 12:45, so that you won't need to take more (or much more) than an hour away from work.   

The evening service time will move to 5:30 p.m . and may last up to one hour, but not longer.   
Hopefully this will make it easier for families to worship before dinner and get home well before bedtime for little ones.   

There will be no soup supper on Ash Wednesday.   
 
 

Lenten Evening Prayer Each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
followed by Soup Supper 
February 28 – 6:00 p.m. 

March 7 – 6:00 p.m. 
March 14 – 6:00 p.m. 
March 21 – 6:00 p.m. 
March 28 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
You are invited to come and share a meal following Lenten Services.  
Please bring a salad or dessert to share and your own table service.  

Crackers will be furnished. 
 

Soup Supper Assignments 
February 28  - Fellowship Committee 

March 7  - Family & Youth and Stewardship committees 
March 14  - Outreach and Worship & Arts Committees 

March 21  - Education & Property Committees 
March 28  - Social Concerns & Executive Committees 
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Evangelism is God’s idea, not ours 
 

 
 
Perhaps the largest problem that 
Lutherans face in restoring 
evangelism to the heart of our 
ministry and among our members 
is that we have used our objection 
to the above evangelism 
techniques and assumptions as an 
excuse to avoid evangelism, like a 
skunk at a garden party. Instead 
we prefer, Douglas John Hall 
notes, “to create for ourselves 
spaces apart, havens of 
withdrawal… We are apt to find 
more appeal in a religion that 
provides sanctuary from the world, 
or at least a reliable insulation 
against the world insidious taunts, 
temptations, and revenges.” But, 
Hall goes on to note, “Discipleship 
of the crucified Christ is 
characterized by a faith that drives 
its adherents into the world with a 
relentlessness and a daring they 
could not manage on the basis of 
human volition alone.”  
 
In short, evangelism is not 
something that we choose to do or 
not to do. In baptism we receive 
the Holy Spirit and God sends us 
into the world, as the opening 
chapter of Acts says, as witnesses. 
The only question that remains is 
what our witness looks like. 
 
Bowen provides the most radical, 
most Lutheran, and most helpful 
and encouraging definition of 
evangelism that I have ever seen. 
Put simply, he says, Evangelism at 
its core is God coming after us, 
even at our worst, to invite us to 
come home. Later he sums up, 
“Evangelism is God’s idea, not 
ours.” 
 
At first glance, Bowen’s definition 
seems to let us off the hook. Like 

one spouse telling another, “You 
deal with the kids’ mess; this was 
your idea, not mine!” Bowen’s 
definition might free us to respond 
to God, “OK, you take care of it, 
then, if you think it’s such a great 
idea.” That’s a nice try, but it 
doesn’t fly. 
 
Earlier I noted Hall’s insistence 
that “faith…drives its adherents 
into the world.”  As the baptized, 
called and sent people of God, we 
are driven into the world because 
of God’s determination to be in the 
world, restoring all of creation to 
what God intended it to be in the 
first place. To paraphrase Hall’s 
central thesis, the theology of the 
cross is first of all a statement 
about God, and what it says about 
God is not that God thinks 
humankind so wretched that it 
deserves death and hell, but that 
God thinks humankind and the 
whole creation so good, so 
beautiful, so precious that it is 
worth dying for. 
 
When we think of God, particularly 
when we contemplate sharing 
God’s love with others, we first 
need to consider who or what God 
is for us. Hall asks, “Is our 
foundational assumption [about 
God] that of power or of love? In 
homely terms, when we think 
‘God,’ do we think the last word in 
sheer might, authority, supremacy, 
potency? Or do we think 
compassion, mercy, identification, 
grace, benevolence—agape?” 
Indeed, whether we view God in 
terms of power or of love will 
greatly affect the way we approach 
evangelism! If it’s power, we will 
seek to dominate, control, or fix 
others; if it’s love, then we will 
model our lives and our witness 
after that of Jesus, who willingly 
gave up power and control so that 
he could identify with us, show us 
mercy, in short, love us. 
 
Evangelism at its core is God 
coming after us, even at our worst, 
to invite us to come home. The 
Gospel of John tells us that “God 
so loved the world” that God sent 

the Son into the world, not “to 
condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved 
through him.” Bowen continues, 
“Evangelism is God coming with 
outstretched hands to seek 
reconciliation with those who have 
set themselves up as his enemies. 
And those outstretched hands are 
the driving force of the Bible story 
until humankind cannot stand them 
any more, and they are nailed 
down to stop them coming any 
closer.” 
 
Evangelism at its core is God 
coming after us, even at our worst, 
to invite us to come home. And 
because God is determined to 
keep coming after us, even after 
the rejection of the cross, God 
continues to move toward us—and 
all people—by forming a mission 
community whose purpose is to 
continue the work and the 
proclamation of Jesus. God’s 
purpose is not to “grow the 
church,” as many church leaders 
today insist. The church, David 
Bosch writes, “is not the ultimate 
aim of mission. The life and work 
of the Christian community are 
intimately bound up with God’s 
cosmic-historical plan for the 
redemption of the world.” 
 
The church’s call is to move out to 
the ends of the earth to make the 
inbreaking kingdom of God visible 
for all people to see. Our God-
driven task is to invite all people to 
begin a new life as members of 
Christ’s earthly community. Darrell 
Guder, in The Continuing 
Conversion of the Church, defines 
the church’s role in terms of 
incarnational mission: “Christ’s 
formation and sending of God’s 
mission community…to be the 
demonstration of, the invitation to, 
and the initiation into the kingdom 
of God.” 
 
Evangelism Illuminations were written 
by Pr. Dwight DuBois, Director of the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod Center for 
Renewal.  Next month, “What 
Evangelism Is.” 
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Financial News 
January 7  217 $  5,565.00 
January 14  178 $  5,835.33 
January 21  132 $  3,485.00 
January 28  172 $  5,196.00 

   

 
 
 
The Combined Circles will 
meet on Thursday, 
February 8 at 9:30 a.m. at 
church for Bible Study.  
Edith Wessel and Ardith 
Pollmann are the 
hostesses. 
 

 
A New Environmental Task 
Force is forming at St. 
Andrew's. Following the 
recent Adult Education 
discussion of God's creation, 
and our charge to be 
stewards of the planet, 
several members expressed 
interest in forming a task 
force to explore ways in 
which St. Andrew's can 
contribute. At this point, an 
energy audit of St. Andrew's 

is at the top of the agenda. Anyone interested in serving 
on this task force is invited to a brief meeting following 
worship February 4th. Contact John Kovar 
(JLKovar@msn.com or 292-0371) for more information. 
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February Birthdays 
  3 ~ Matt Erickson, Pat Fawcett 

       4 ~ Don Behning 
       5 ~ Phil Meraz 
       6~  Oliver Keeling 
       7 ~ Claire Miller, Morgan Todd 

 8 ~  Ardith Pollmann 
10 ~ Tanner Wahlin 

     12~  Alex Boeke 
15 ~ David Folkmann 
16 ~ Kirstin Briggs, Noah Madson. Matthew White 
17 ~ Ortrude Dial 
19 ~ Judy Casperson 
21 ~ George Christensen, Martha Koehler-Smith 
22 ~ Mary Stoecker 
23 ~ Arla Randol 

     24 ~ Krista Osterberg 
     26 ~ Sterling Shreve 
     28 ~ Dagmar Frank, Connie Harper, Judy Keeling 

 
February Anniversaries 

    13 ~ Sterling & Ruth Shreve 
    17 ~ Mary Ann & Paul Shao 
    19 ~ Gary & Ortrude Dial 
    20 ~ Richard & Lynn Engen 
    25 ~ Kris & Rita Peterson 
    26 ~ Trent & Solveig Rice 

 

 

 
 

Prayer List  
 

 
Our Shut-In Members:   
Florence White �  Jo Thiel 
Earl Wahl �  George Hiserote 
�  Genevieve Kainlauri 
 
 

Those with Cares and Concerns: 
Jan Warwick’s brother – Norman, pending kidney  
     transplant 
Les Ryerson – recent hospitalization 
George Hiserote - hospitalization 
Pauline Miller – recent hospitalization 
Earl Wahl – health concerns 
Steve Werner, brother of Tracey Werner-Wilson-health  
 concerns 
Bill Buck, brother of Ben Buck-health concerns 
Bob Berhow, brother of Jim Berhow-health concerns 
Dick Ness – health concerns 
Erin Putz – health concerns 
Genevieve Kainlauri – health concerns 
Judy McLellan, friend of Sarah Buck-- health concerns 
Lauren Bentley, Janet Dixon’s niece- health concerns 
Pam Bentley, Janet Dixon’s sister-in-law-health  
 concerns 
Bill Scholar, brother-in-law of Gayle Osterberg, cancer 
Ella Frier – grandmother of Lynn Koenig 
Pastor Charles Solberg – cancer 
Jim Hougnon, former member - cancer 
Leroy Scharnhorst - cancer 
Gladys Holler, Susan Teas’ mom – health concerns 
Mike Corcoran �  Anna Plotcher �  Jane Lindebak �   
John Gaunt �  Ann Bosworth, Lisa Nower’s mother �  Marie 
Severson �  Paul Fiala �  Mary Beth Tyler �   
Lenore Endorf �  Terry & Patricia Pralle �  Cheryl Ring 
 
Local Agencies: 
The Youth at Beloit & Bremwood �  ACCESS �  Emergency 
Residence Project and Project Home Mission & the families 
these support �  Stonehaven & Keystone residential facilities 
�  Youth and Shelter Services �  Our local sister ELCA 
Churches:  Lord of Life, Bethesda, University Lutheran  and 
area congregations. 
 
Globally: 
Our Companion Church – The Hedaru Parish in Tanzania �  
The victims of natural disasters �The peoples of the Middle 
East & Iraq �  The US armed forces serving overseas 
 
We apologize for any errors or omissions to the listed 
Milestones or the Prayer List.   Please let the office know  
of any additions or corrections. 
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February 2007 
 
This month we are 
going to test your heart 
disease I.Q. 

1. If I already have 
heart disease, it 
is too late to 
reduce my risk for further problems?   (False) 

2. The last time my cholesterol level was tested, 
my health care provider told me it was within my 
goal.  This means I do not have to worry about 
my cholesterol anymore. It also means I can 
stop taking my blood cholesterol lowering 
medicine.    (False) 

3. Eating less saturated fat is the best change in 
my eating habits I can make to lower my 
cholesterol level.   True 

4. It is possible to avoid all fat in the foods I eat.     
(False) 

5. If I am overweight, losing weight will help me 
lower my cholesterol level. (True) 

6. Being physically active can make my heart 
healthier.  (True) 

7. High cholesterol and heart disease are mainly 
health issues for men.  (False) 

8. Lowering my cholesterol by eating healthy, 
being physically active and taking medicine are 
the only ways to prevent heart disease.  (False) 

 
Thoughts from the Inner Journey …God’s Way 

H.W Beecher has said “The strength of a man 
(woman) consists in finding out the way that God is 
going and going that way too.”  Of course God is 
Omnipresent and when you are everywhere present, 
you don’t go any where: however, we find strength 
when our lives are aligned to the divine will. 

Through the ages, the question of God’s will 
has been explored numerous times.  Long treatises 
have been written about the subject.  We believe that 
it is best if such ideas are reduced to an idea that is 
simple, concise and powerful in its ability to keep 
providing us with additional gifts of revelation.  Dear 
friend, ponder the meaning of God’s will—KNOW 
ME.  It is Spirit’s will that we know the One.  Consider 
any situation in life and apply this simple idea and 
see where it takes you and what it reveals to you 
about your purpose.   God bless you!! 

 
Let your spirit soar and your heart sing. 
Love and Light, Connie 
 
Constance A. Litzel 
BSN, RN, LUT, CFN 
RMH HTSMV 
Ecumenical Faith Community Nurse 
jlitzel@msn.com 
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St. Andrew's Lutheran Church 2007 Committees 
 
Executive Committee  
1. Susan Teas  President 
2. Ken Israel   Vice President  
3. Melissa Wubben Secretary 
4. Janet Dixon Treasurer 
5. Chris Olkiewicz Pastor  
 
Audit Committee – 3  
1. Don Behning Chairperson 
2. Meg Dobson 
3. John Russell 
 
Education Committee – 10  
1. Brenda Anderson Chairperson  

2. Lori Paulson  
3. Beth Wessel-Kroeschell 
4. Ledah Paysen 
5. Paula Madson 
6. Shari Redies 
7. Al Jergens 
8. Don Boyle 
9. Becky Kocourek Director of F & Y 
10. Shelly Pearson SS Superintendent 
11. Kris Parsons Puppet Ministry 
 
Family and Youth Ministry Committee – 8  
1. Jeff Pearson Chairperson  
2. Dan Scharnhorst 
3. J Andreae 
4. Kris Parsons 
5. Lynita Stuart 
6. Susan Israel 
7. Susan Owen 
8. Julia Fullhart 
9. Marty Kemp 
10. Becky Kocourek Director of F&Y 
 
Fellowship Committee – 6  
1. Arla Randol  Chairperson 
2. Charlotte Kemp Council Rep 
3. Gayle Osterberg 
4. Judy Denato 
5. Judy Casperson 
6. Ruth Larson 
 
Mutual Ministry Committee  
1. Ken Israel  Chairperson (Vice President) 
2. Jon-Scot Johnson Past President 
3. Dave Krumm Past President 
4. Laura Lee  Past President 
5. Anita Klocke At-large 
6. John Kovar (2) At-large 
7. Harvey Thompson At-large 
8. Chris Olkiewicz Pastor 
 
Nominating Committee –  (1 year term)  
1. Ken Israel Chairperson (Vice President) 
2. (Members to be appointed by Vice President) 
 
 
[Bold print = Council Members] 
 
 

Outreach Committee – 7  
1. Linda Seaverson Co-Chair/Council Rep 
2. Lynn Koenig Co-Chair   
3. Don Boyle 
4. Andrea Kemp 
5. Monica Behning 
6. Betsy Ratashak 
7. Melissa Wubben 
 
Personnel Committee – 6  
1. Susan Teas  Chairperson (President) 
2. Cheryl Davis 
3. Dave Krumm 
4. Laura Lee 
5. Linda Seaverson 
6. Chris Olkiewicz Pastor 
 
Property Committee – 7  
1. Bill Koenig  Co-Chair/Council Rep 
2. Bruce Bonestroo Co-Chair 
3. Alvin Ravenscroft 
4. Daryle Vegge 
5. Gene Pollmann 
6. John Moran 
7. Steve Loucks 
8. Neil Thompson 
9. Dean Janssen 
 
Social Concerns Committee – 7  
1. Jon-Scott Johnson   Chairperson  
2. Audrey Upah 
3. Jean Carlson 
4. Laura Lee 
5. Pat Thompson 
6. Wayne Casperson 
7. Les Carlsborg 
8. JT Vogel 
 
Stewardship and Finance Committee – 7  
1. Dave Krumm Chairperson 
2. Dave Putz 
3. Jeff Drury 
4. Lorna Lauridson 
5. Sara Lehman 
6. Don Boyle 
7. Janet Dixon  Treasurer 
 
Worship & Arts Committee – 8  
1. Sharon Anderson Chairperson   
2. Chris Meraz 
3. Joan Dubberke 
4. Forrest Dubberke 
5. Judy Keeling 
6. Laurie Hoifeldt 
7. John Kovar 
8. Mary Johnson 
9. Carmen Kenyon 
10. Jim Copley 
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February 4  5 th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Greeters:    Youth 
Ushers: Youth 
Acolytes:  Liza Kroeschell, Jacqueline Nowers 
Assisting Minister: Alice Thompson 
Scripture Reader: Youth 
Communion Prep: Dan & Karen Jensen 
Communion Servers: Rupert & Carmen Kenyon 
Social Time:  Tom & Judy McDonald, Ken & Ruth Larson 
Counters:  Les Carlsborg, Irv Carlson 
 
 
 
February 11  6 th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Greeters:     
Ushers:    
Acolytes:  Emily Owen, Peter Dixon 
Assisting Minister: Jim Copley 
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Dan & Karen Jensen 
Communion Servers:  
Social Time:  Bruce & Carol Boeke, Dan & Robin Isaacson 
Counters:  Lorna Lauridsen, Les Carlsborg 
 
  
   
 
If you are not able to serve the Sunday you are sch eduled, please find 
your own substitute and notify the church office of  the change.  Thank 
you. 
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February 18  The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Greeters:     
Ushers:    
Acolytes:  Kynsie Vosberg, Claire Boeke 
Assisting Minister: Mary Johnson 
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Dan & Karen Jensen 
Communion Servers:  
Social Time:  Birthday Cake Sunday 
Counters:  Lorna Lauridsen, Les Carlsborg 
 
 
February 21  Ash Wednesday 
Assisting Minister:  
Scripture Reader:  
Acolytes:  Matthew Bonestroo, Michael Dixon 
 
 
February 25  First Sunday in Lent 
Greeters:    
Ushers:  
Acolytes:  Joshua Anderson, Thomas McClelland 
Assisting Minister: Meg Dobson 
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Dan & Karen Jensen 
Communion Servers:  
Social Time:  Dave & Carol Putz, Chris & Laura Lee 
Counters:  Lorna Lauridsen, Les Carlsborg 
 
 
 



St. Andrew's Lutheran Church Calendar of Events
February 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

5:00 PM Ames Chamber
Artist(ACA)

6:00 PM Worship & Arts
7:00 PM Property

Committee

8:00 AM Education
Committee

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
11:30 AM Puppets
4:00 PM Scout Den Meeting

7:00 PM Ames Choral
7:15 PM Outreach

Committee

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM Confirmation
8:07 PM 807

9:30 AM Mary & Sarah
Circles at Church

5:00 PM Ames Chamber
Artist(ACA)

7:00 PM Executive
Committee

9:00 AM ACA

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
6:30 PM Good Company

7:00 PM Ames Choral
7:00 PM Social Concerns
7:00 PM Stewardship

Committee

9:00 AM 60+ at HyVee
West

5:30 PM Power Pack

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM Confirmation
8:00 PM HS Small

Groups

Newsletter Deadline
5:00 PM Ames Chamber

Artist(ACA)
7:00 PM Church Council

10:00 AM Mentoring
Workshop

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
11:30 AM Puppets
4:00 PM Scout Den

Meeting
6:30 PM Good Company

7:00 PM Ames Choral
7:00 PM Scout Leaders

Ash Wednesday
12:15 PM Ash Wednes-

day Mid-day
5:30 PM Ash Wednesday

Evening
7:00 PM Adult Choir

5:00 PM Ames Chamber
Artist(ACA)

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
5:00 PM FFFN Variety

Show

7:00 PM Ames Choral
7:00 PM Scout Pack Meeting

5:30 PM Power Pack
7:00 PM Family & Youth

Committee

Bulletin Deadline
6:00 PM Lenten Wor-
ship & Soup Supper

7:00 PM Adult Choir
8:07 PM 807

January
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

March
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31


