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Faith Stories continue ~ ~ ~ 
(read them all at andrewsames.org) 
 
 

The Gift 
Sharon Anderson 

 
 Sunday morning we had three beautiful infants baptized.  We also listened to 
Jon-Scott Johnson’s story of Emily’s faith journey.  Her life was difficult and too 
short, but her faith journey was greatly inspiring.  The service made me think about 

the gift of baptism and the education and faith that hopefully would follow.  The faith that carries us through the 
best of times and the worst of times in our lives.  My husband Dale had lymphoma.  He lived for ten years after 
his initial diagnosis.  He enjoyed many good remissions during that time, but also several critically ill episodes. 
 
 One that stands out in my mind was a battle with histoplasmosis.  This fight, he nearly lost.  We were in 
Door County for our traditional three weeks of summer vacation.  Dale was weak when we left for Door and he 
became weaker as the days passed.  He finally agreed to see a doctor in Green Bay.  After six days in the 
Green Bay hospital he could no longer stand, much less walk.  Dale was transferred to Methodist Hospital in 
Rochester, MN.  The doctors began doing tests within an hour of our arrival.  They held out little hope for him.  
I called his friend and former pastor Charles Solberg who lived near by in Red Wing.  Charles came to visit and 
pray with us.  By that time, Dale was so ill he seemed unable to communicate.  The family stood around the 
bed as Charles read scripture and prayed with us.  As we all said the Lord’s Prayer, Dale’s voiced joined in.  
Eyes closed and barely with us, he still responded to his faith.  The faith that came about because of the 
teachings of his parents, pastors, teachers and the community of believers he knew growing up.  The faith that 
penetrated the dark veil of illness. 
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Financial News 
 

November 5    233 $12,938.00 
November 12 168 $  5,341.01 
November 19 163 $  5,390.00 
November 26 173 $  3,545.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship and Arts committee will be taking orders for 
Poinsettias for Christmas after service on December 3rd  
and 10th.   $10 per plant.  You may take the plant home 
with you following Christmas. 
  
 
The Combined Circles will 
hold their annual Christmas 
Catered Dinner on December 
7 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at 
University Towers with 
Patricia Hill and Mary 
Rosheim as hostesses. 
 
 

 
Offering for 2006 must be 
postmarked by December 
30 to be counted in 2006. 
 

If you wish to bring 
your offering to the church, 
it must be in the office by 
noon on December 29 th. 

 

Do you like to 
eat out?  I do too, but 
there are those who 
have a tough time 
eating in let alone 
eating out!  Do you like 
to invite a few friends 
over for a meal?  I do 
too!   The Social 
Concerns and Outreach 
Committees are sponsoring an opportunity for us to eat 
good food, enjoy good conversation, have fun and raise 
some money for those who have a tough time finding 
enough to eat – Good Neighbor Health Food Vouchers����
 

We are recruiting those that would enjoy hosting 
a dinner party during the week of January 22-29.  When 
the party is over, each guest or couple would receive an 
envelope.  They will be asked to put into the envelope 
the amount of money you would have spent if you had 
gone out to eat at your favorite restaurant.   If their 
normal eatery is McDonald’s, put in what you normally 
spend at McD.  If your special Saturday night out is Aunt 
Maude’s, put in what you normally spend.  The money 
will help provide vouchers for milk, meat, fresh fruits and 
vegetables for those in our midst that can’t make the 
food budget stretch.    
 

If you are interested in this fun project, the host 
sign up sheet is on the Narthex table.  Or talk to Judy 
McDonald (275-4896), or Pat Thompson (232-1902) for 
more information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Orientation for prospective members will be held on 
Sunday, December 3 and December 10 at 9:00 a.m.  
These two sessions will offer some information about the 
St. Andrew's faith community, and a little background 
into the Lutheran Church.  Please come to meet others 
who are exploring membership at St. Andrew’s and get a 
picture of who we are. 
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ELCA Scholarship Update      
A St. Andrew's 
member who is 
committed to 
encouraging  
education 
at ELCA 
colleges and 
seminaries is 
offering an 

incentive for others to join in supporting St. Andrew's 
students. 

The incentive?  Contributions from others up to 
$500 will be matched 2 to 1.  That means that if others 
collectively donate $500, the member offering the match 
will contribute $1000. 

Can you help respond to this generous offer?  
Contributions and scholarship applications should be 
sent to the "St. Andrew's Extended Ministries Fund" at 
the church office.   

The deadline for receiving contributions for 
2007-08 scholarships and applications from students 
who will attend ELCA colleges and seminaries is Dec. 
31, 2006.   
  
If you have questions, please contact Sarah Buck. 
 
Extended Ministries Fund Committee                              
 

 
 

 
 

Notice for Parents of Youth 
 
Children will practice for the Christmas program 
during the Sunday school hour in December and 
also on Saturday, December 16 from 1 – 3 p.m. 
 
All parents of Christmas program participants are 
asked to provide 2 dozen cookies for our Christmas 
program party.  Everyone is invited for cookies and  
punch after the program. 
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December Birthdays 
  2 ~ Andrew Miner 

       4 ~ Norma Elwick, Sonja Paulson 
     10 ~ Dominic Keeling 
     12 ~ Dylan Fobian, Mark Jensen, Tom Kroeschell,  
 Mackenzie Putz, Alice Thompson 
     13 ~ Audrey Upah 

18 ~ Christopher Parsons 
19 ~ Michael Dixon 

     20 ~ Peter Dixon, Kelly Kemp, Susan Teas 
21 ~ Charlotte Kemp 
22 ~ Melissa Wubben 
23 ~ Becky Kocourek, Gene Pollmann 
24 ~ Shaina Larson, Nicole Larson 

     26 ~ Holly Happe 
27 ~ Marilyn Engen 
29 ~ Brenda Fobian 
31~ Jill Meilahn 

December Anniversaries 
   12 ~ Allen & Shirley Christian 
   26 ~ Tom & Linda Ross 
   27 ~ Milt & Marjorie Allison 
   28 ~ Robert & Edith Wessel 

 

 
 

November 5 
Triston Alan Briggs, born October 9, 2006 son of 
Rodney & Heather Briggs and brother of Aurora & 
Kirsten.   
Elsabeth Marie Chieves, born June 26, 2006 daughter 
of Willie & Shannon Chieves and sister of Andrew.   
Will Matthew Stevens, born July 14, 2006 son of Kirk & 
Carolyn Stevens and brother of Jacob.   
 

 
To the family of Bernard (Bernie) Randol  

whose funeral was held at St. Andrew’s on November 
18th. 

 

Prayer List  
 

 
 
Our Shut-In Members:   
Florence White �  Jo Thiel 
 
Those with Cares and Concerns: 
Pauline Miller – recent hospitalization 
Phil Parsons – recent hospitalization 
Richard Ness – recent hospitalization 
Earl Wahl – recent hospitalization 
Bill Buck, brother of Ben Buck-health concerns 
Bob Berhow, brother of Jim Berhow-health concerns 
Dick Ness – health concerns 
Erin Putz – health concerns 
George Hiserote –health concerns 
Genevieve Kainlauri – health concerns 
Pam Bentley, Janet Dixon’s sister-in-law-health  
 concerns 
Bill Scholar, Gayle Osterberg’s brother-in-law, cancer 
 treatment trial 
Ella Frier – grandmother of Lynn Koenig 
Pastor Charles Solberg – cancer 
Jim Hougnon, former member - cancer 
Leroy Scharnhorst - cancer 
Gladys Holler, Susan Teas’ mom – health concerns 
Mike Corcoran �  Anna Plotcher �  Jane Lindebak �   
John Gaunt �  Ann Bosworth, Lisa Nower’s mother �  
Marie Severson �  Paul Fiala �  Mary Beth Tyler �   
Lenore Endorf �  Terry & Patricia Pralle �  Cheryl Ring 
 
Those in Military 
Oliver Keeling at Sheppard Air Force Base doing 
Electrical  
            Engineering training. 
 
Local Agencies: 
 
The Youth at Beloit & Bremwood �  ACCESS �  
Emergency Residence Project and Project Home 
Mission & the families these support �  Stonehaven & 
Keystone residential facilities �  Youth and Shelter 
Services �  Our local sister ELCA Churches:  Lord of Life, 
Bethesda, University Lutheran  and area congregations. 
 
Globally: 
Our Companion Church – The Hedaru Parish in 
Tanzania �  The victims of natural disasters �The peoples 
of the Middle East & Iraq �  The US armed forces serving 
overseas 
 

We apologize for any errors or omissions to the listed 
Milestones or the Prayer List.   Please let the office know  
of any additions or corrections. 
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes: 16 November 2006 

 
Present: Pastor Chris, Susan Teas, Jon-Scott Johnson, Sharon Anderson, Melissa Wubben, Janet 
Dixon, Brenda Anderson, Dave Krumm, Becky Kocourek, and Jeff Pearson 
 
Pastor Chris led the opening prayer and meditation. 
 
Dave Krumm made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Brenda Anderson and approved by Council. 
 
New Business: 
1. Pastor Chris introduced discussion of an opportunity to purchase the new Evangelical Lutheran  
Worship book from Bethesda. Sharon Anderson moved that we purchase with donations and 
memorial funds 200 or more new hymnals from Bethesda to take advantage of the discount price.  
The motion was seconded by Susan Teas and approved by Council. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
The operating budget deficit has decreased. The current cash balance is $47,039.76. 
 
Janet Dixon led discussion on the proposed budget for 2007. 
 
Director of Family and Youth Ministries: Becky expressed appreciation for being able to go to a recent 
continuing education conference. She shared several things that she learned. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris talked about the new hymnals. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
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December 2006  
 
 
Let’s Talk Winter Wellness 
 
Cold and flu season is here.  Why not warm up with 
some good winter wellness tips that can keep you and 
your family feeling well all season long?   

·  Wash your hands frequently,  
·  cover your mouth when you cough, and  
·  avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.   

 
Its simple things like these that can help keep germs 
away. Keep yourself hydrated, drink lots of fluid, and 
don’t forget plenty of rest!  
 
From the Inner Journey…Sensitive to self: 
 

If you want to live a conscious life, it is 
important to be sensitive to that which moves 
within.  Many of us are unaware of our 
feelings.  We certainly do not give them free 
reign.  We try to suppress them and push them 
aside because we feel they will overwhelm us, 
or we believe they are signs of weakness. 
 

I used to believe such things.  Not anymore. I now call 
my feelings my first alert.  For instance, negative feelings 
tell me I am off center.  They remind me that I am 
believing that which is not true.  This is one of the fruits 
of erroneous thinking- negative feelings. 
 
Pay attention to your feelings, for they are your first alert. 
 
Love and Light, 
Connie Litzel BSN, RN, LUT, FCN 
 

 
 

 

A lesson learned during 
Advent 
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