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Parish Staff: 
 
Pastor  
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       Olkiewicz 
Director of Family & 
Youth Ministry   
   Becky Kocourek 
Administrative Assistant   
   Paula Ray 
Director of Music 
Ministries  
   Steve Hoifeldt 
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   Sarah Buck  
Accompanist   
   Connie Sweeney 
 

Office hours are:  
9 am ~ 3 pm 
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Evangelism is built on trusting 
relationships, and it takes time  

A few years ago, in an interview with some 
church leaders, somehow we wound up talking about my 
trip that day, and about the fact that I had stopped in a 
fast food restaurant for lunch. One of the leaders asked 
me, “Did you share Jesus with the cashier at the 
restaurant?” I was dumfounded; I didn’t know what to 
say, other than mumbling a confused, “No.”  

 
      I know now what bothered me about that question, 
and I know better how to answer it. Evangelism is built 
on trusting relationships, not on ill-timed encounters in 
inappropriate settings.  
 
      Bowen tells the story of an old friend, Deb, who was 
once “assaulted” by a flasher evangelist in a university 
cafeteria. Deb admits that she did need help at the time, 
but not the kind that was being offered by this stranger. 
“Her [help] felt deeply uncaring. She didn’t give a damn 
about me: all she cared about was her little project.”  
 
      Those to whom we are called to bear witness are not 
projects in need of fixing; they are people, loved by God, 
who need understanding, compassion, and someone to 
show them the way. Evangelism built on trusting 
relationships takes time, and prayer, and extended 
conversation.  
 
      In contrast to flasher evangelism, Bowen tells the 
story of Nicky Laxton Ward, a friend who had not always 
been Christian. The story begins with Nicky’s first year at 
university. She met her roommate, Sarah, and hit it off 
very well with her.  
 
        Then Sunday came. Sarah got up early and told me 
she was going to church. I could not believe it! Why on 
earth would she want to go to church? She was so cool, 
I could not imagine why she could possibly want to do 
such an uncool thing. However, I went with her. 
Surprisingly enough, I kept going. In fact, I went to lots of 
Christian events with Sarah, including her Christian 
fellowship group on the campus every week, simply 
because I respected her and was interested to find out 
what she believed. Besides, she kept inviting me.  
 

As I spent more and more time with these 
Christians, and as I learned more and more about what 
they believed, I became more and more intrigued…  

 
Before long I realized what was missing in my life, 

that I had a yearning inside me, an emptiness that 
needed filling, a hole that no amount of good marks or 
achievements would fill. I later heard this described as a 
God-shaped vacuum, a yearning that only the love of 
God could satisfy.  

 
      Bowen concludes, “Several things struck me about 
this story. First, the kind of evangelism Nicky  
 
 

experienced was very relational… Then I noticed that 
Nicky’s conversion took place gradually over the course 
of a year.”  
 
      Evangelism, if it’s not done in the context of trusting 
relationships—like a spiritual flasher—can be 
dehumanizing. But it can also be wonderful, as it was in 
Nicky’s story. If Nicky’s story points more to the way 
evangelism should be done, Christians would no longer 
fear evangelism, and people outside the church would 
have no reason to fear us!  
   
Evangelism calls us to listen  

Since evangelism is built on trusting 
relationships, one often-overlooked skill is critical to the 
process: listening. While many leaders, like the one I 
encountered years ago, attempt to motivate us—like 
salespeople at an Amway meeting—to “share Jesus” 
with others, Jesus’ own model suggests a different way.  

 
      In discussing the story of Jesus’ encounter with the 
woman at the Samaritan well, Bowen observes, “we find 
no trace of the spiritual flasher here. Instead, we find 
relationship, good conversation, openness about 
spiritual matters. Certainly there is a challenge, but it 
seems appropriate to the context… I was struck by 
Jesus’ God-driven humanity. Here, finally is an 
evangelist worth imitating.”  
 
      Later Bowen continues, “Jesus wants to engage the 
woman in conversation, not preach her a sermon. There 
are contexts where sermons are appropriate and 
expected, and situations where they are inappropriate 
and offensive. … [Jesus] wants to give the woman 
freedom to express her interest in spiritual questions, but 
not force such a conversation on her. It’s a delicate 
balance. He longs for her to respond to his message, but 
also respect her dignity as well.”  
 
      Evangelism is not a matter of delivering canned 
speeches; if we want to bear Christ’s image for the world 
to see, we cannot begin by memorizing religious 
speeches so that we’re ready for the first suitable victim 
that comes our way.  
 
Pr. Dwight Dubois, Center for Renewal  
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The Combined Circles will 
meet on Thursday, April 12 
at 9:30 a.m. at church for 
Bible Study.   
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The family of David 
Hawkins thanks you all for 
the cards, visits, phone 
calls, and hugs at the time 
of David’s death.  We are 
truly blessed to be part of 
such a great church 
family at St. Andrew’s.   

Lesley, Caitlyn and Nikolas Hawkins 
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We will be publishing a new pictorial directory of St 
Andrew’s church family.  Olan Mills will be at St Andrews 
to photograph you and your family Monday-
Wednesday, April 16-18, 3:00pm-9:30pm. 
 

·  Every participating family/household that selects 
a pose for the directory will receive a 
complimentary directory and 8X10 Custom 
Natural Portrait. 

 

·  You will come to the church only once for less 
than an hour for photography and portrait 
viewing. 

 

In the next several weeks we will be setting 
appointments before and after services at the church.  
You can even sign up now, day or night, by going online 
at our church web site www.standrewsames.org and 
click the sign up link.   Sign up as soon as possible to 
get the best appointment to fit your schedule.  Our 
directory will not be complete without you.  Please 
participate by coming to the church to have your picture 
taken by the Olan Mills photographer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial News 
March 4   200 $ 11,880.06  
March 11   133 $   7,506.99  
March 18   179 $   4,593.83 
March 25   193 $   3,290.00 

 
 
Can't Get to Church?  
St. Andrew's services are 
recorded, and tapes are 
available -- at no cost -- to 
anyone who would like to 
listen to the services.  This 
is a wonderful option 
for individuals who are 
unable to attend services 
but would like to "attend" at 
home.  If you would like to 

receive tapes, please call Ben Buck, 292-2366.             
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Living our 
Ministry  
  
Just over two 
years ago, St. 
Andrew's created 
an extended 
ministry fund 
(EMF) to finance 
the congregation's 
efforts to support 

ministries that aren't part of our operating budget.  So 
far, three permanent EMF funds have been created: 
 

·  A scholarship fund supports members of the 
congregation who attend ELCA colleges and 
seminaries.  

·  The columbarium was built.  Future gifts 
and niche purchases will help create an 
expanded garden around the columbarium and 
maintain the columbarium.  

·  St. Andrew's companion ministry with the 
Hedaru parish in Tanzania is made possible. 

 
Member of St. Andrew's have visited Hedaru twice since 
the companion relationship was established.  A third trip 
is being organized for September to allow a team to 
make progress with the water project.  Members who 
travel to Tanzania pay part of their way, but the 
congregation provides additional support so cost isn't a 
barrier to any member who is interested in being part of 
a team that visits Hedaru.   
 
Dan – you have won the porcupine quill cross 
picture for $500  in the silent auction.  Please contact 
Becky to make payment and pick up your picture. 
 

 

 
Ames Interfaith Council 

 
During my first meeting at the Ames Interfaith 

Council last month, one of the other members made the 
comment that most churches exist in silos. How true!  
There is a lot of talk about outreach in our church right 
now and one of the outreach avenues I am exploring is 
serving as a representative of St. Andrews on the AIFC. 

The Interfaith Council has been around in Ames 
since at least 1968, (a council member has been a 
member that long!). Made up of representatives from a 
variety of churches and faiths, the group has evolved 
over time to meet ever changing needs.  Recently, I 
became the representative for St. Andrews on the AIFC, 
replacing Randy Lueth who has moved.  
  At my first meeting, the first of the year for the 
new Council, we went around the room and introduced 
our selves, gave a brief history of our faith journey and 
where we now worshiped and who we represented. 
  The AIFC is a fabulous group of people and I am 
both honored and excited to be representing St. 
Andrews at a table of folks who all agree that although 
we all may worship and believe many different things, 
there is no reason we all can't take the opportunity to 
come together for the greater good in Ames. 
  In future reports I hope to keep you informed of 
the work of this fabulous council and the efforts it 
supports. And if you have something you would like me 
to take to the Council, please don't hesitate in contacting 
me at any time.  In the meantime, I offer you the groups 
Mission Statement. 
 
  The Ames Interfaith Council seeks to encourage 
and assist the involvement of its member communities  
of faith, religious organizations of the Ames area, and all 
people of faith in efforts to strengthen spiritual and 
community life  in the Ames area.  The Council 
operates on the principle  that mutual respect  among 
all persons , honest appreciation of differences in 
beliefs and values, solidarity with the less fortunate, and 
recognition and advancement of common interests  
are indispensable to a healthy community life. 
  In the pursuit of this goal, the Council provides 
a forum for representatives of the religious 
communities in the Ames area  to discuss mutual 
concerns, share ideas, and undertake joint action  as 
appropriate. Such action can include: cooperative 
worship events, educational programs , initiatives to 
address unmet needs  in the Ames community, and 
assistance to other groups working to further the 
Council's interests.  All actions  taken by the Council 
shall be consistent with the values and interests o f 
the Council and its member communities of faith.  
  
Glenda Stormes-Bice 
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April Birthdays 
  1 ~ Beth Olkiewicz, Richard Keeling 

       2 ~ Nathan Greving, Emily Hawkins 
       4 ~ Robin Elwick, George Hiserote 
       5 ~ Patricia Hill, Kris Peterson 

  7 ~ Ken Larson 
11 ~ Wayne Casperson 
12 ~ Audrey Folkmann, John Kovar 
14 ~ Nathan Lueth, Cynthia Russell 
15 ~ Katherine Harper 
16 ~ Kelsey Happe 
17 ~ Betty Beard, Pat Thompson 
18 ~ Ryan Jeffrey 

     21 ~ Mary Johnson, Carol Moran 
     22 ~ Janet Dixon 
     23 ~ Harvey Kenemer, Carolyn Stevens 

24 ~ Rupert Kenyon 
25 ~ Ruth Larson 
26 ~ Serena Paulson 
27 ~ Richard Olson 
29 ~ Karen Jensen 
30 ~ Miriam Takle 

Anniversaries 
     8 ~ Brenda & Brent Anderson 
 
 

 
Word has been 
received of the death of 
Pastor Charles Solberg, 
who served St. 
Andrew's Lutheran 
Church from 1977 to 
1987.  He passed away 
on Monday, March 26 
following a battle with 
cancer.  His funeral 
services were held on 

Friday, March 30.  For those who remember the family 
and wish to send condolences to his wife Jane and 
family, their home address is: 653 Hi Park Ave, Red 
Wing, MN  55066. 

 

 
 

Prayer List  
 

 
 
Our Shut-In Members:   
Florence White �  Jo Thiel 
�  George Hiserote 
 
 

Those with Cares and Concerns: 
Randy Goettsch – husband of Virginia Palmisano –  heart  
 surgery 
Harvey Thompson’s sister, Dorothy – health concerns 
Carl Swearingen, father of Sue Dillman –cancer 
Jan Warwick’s brother – Norman, pending kidney transplant 
Steve Werner, brother of Tracey Werner-Wilson-health  
 concerns 
Bill Buck, brother of Ben Buck-health concerns 
Dick Ness – health concerns 
Erin Putz – health concerns 
 
Local Agencies:  The Youth at Beloit & Bremwood �  
ACCESS �  Emergency Residence Project and Project 
Home Mission & the families these support �  Stonehaven & 
Keystone residential facilities �  Youth and Shelter Services �  
Our local sister ELCA Churches:  Lord of Life, Bethesda, 
University Lutheran �   Abounding Joy, Altoona  and area 
congregations. 
 
Globally:  Our Companion Church – The Hedaru Parish in 
Tanzania �  The victims of natural disasters �The peoples of 
the Middle East & Iraq �  The US armed forces serving 
overseas 
 
 
 

 
 
 
to: Phil Meraz and family  on the death of his father, 
Richard Meraz. 
to Ruth Grabau  on the death of her brother, Alex 
Barrie.  He was also an uncle to Shannon Chieves.  

 
 
We apologize for any errors or omissions to the listed 
Milestones or the Prayer List.   Please let the office know  
of any additions or corrections. 
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St. Andrew's Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
15 March 2007 

 
Present:  Pastor Chris, Melissa Wubben, Carmen Kenyon, Dave Krumm, Bill Koenig, Don Boyle, 
Jon-Scott Johnson, Ken Israel, Jeff Pearson, Becky Kocourek, Susan Teas, Linda Seaverson, 
Janet Dixon. 
 
Opening:  Jon-Scott:  discussion on concrete goals and time lines.  We will also brainstorm for 
next meeting ideas for community events we could host or sponsor to benefit community. 
 
Bill Koenig moved minute’s approval, seconded by Dave Krumm. 
 
Old Business: 

·  Jon-Scott reported on trip to Abounding Joy Lutheran Church in Altoona. 
·  Susan and Pastor Chris reported on CTM conference.  Pastor Chris obtained information 

on environmental practices to pass on to that committee; Susan passed out information 
from conference on qualities of a healthy church. 

·  Center for Renewal work shop has been rescheduled to April 14th. 
·  Maternity leave plans – committee has not yet met, meeting is set. 
·  Stewardship summit – Stewardship and Finance Committee is developing a publication. 

 
New Business: 

·  Rental Property Management Team (RPTM) reported on accelerated payment plan 
options including a yard sale fundraiser and project awareness, improvement supply 
auction and certificates.  Ken I. moved that the RPMT be allowed to move forward with 
fundraising as outlined.  Janet seconded, and Council approved. 

·  Janet moved that the RPMT carry out negotiations on Smithson Property as outlined by 
the group.  Second by Bill Koenig, approved by Council. 

·  Waldorf College is having 50 days of services and has requested financial support.  We 
will make information available to the congregation. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

·  We are in deficit operating funds.  Janet will revise report to make it more readable. 
 
Committee Reports: 

·  Bill asked who is responsible for giving permission for use of the church. 
·  Youth & Family: Variety show raised over $1600 for Tanzanian Water Project 

 
Pastor’s Report: 

·  Executive Committee is still working on restructuring of Council.  He encouraged 
committees to continue discussion of vision ministry. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Melissa Wubben, Council Secretary 
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April 2007 
Allergies 
Who gets allergies?   

If your mother or father has 
allergies, there is a chance you 
will too.  However, you may not be 
allergic to the same substances.  
Your environment, air pollution 

and pollen in the air can all have a major effect.    
What causes allergies?   Allergies occur when your 

immune system overreacts to foreign substances, called 
allergens, in the environment. Exposure to what is 
normally a harmless substance, such as pollen, causes 
the immune system to react as if the substance were 
harmful.  In essence, allergies are your body’s effort to 
get rid of substances it feels are dangerous. 

·  Common types of allergies: pollen (from trees, 
weeds, and grass),Animal dander, Dust Mites, 
Mold 

·  Common symptoms associated with allergic 
rhinitis (allergies): Itchy eyes, nose and throat; 
sneezing, runny nose 

·  Allergy prevention and management  Although 
you might have allergies, there are a number of 
steps you can take to prevent and manage your 
symptoms. 

1. Keep the windows closed to help 
elininate pollen in the indoor air. 

2. Use an air filter and clean it regularly 
3. Stay away from damp areas where mold 

grows. 
4. Wear mask and gloves when you clean 

your home. 
 

Among the most commonly used products to 
treat allergy symptoms are anti histamines.  If you have 
taken over –the –counter (OTC) antihistamines to treat 
allergic rhinitis, you have had drowsiness, which is a 
side effect of OTC antihistamines. 
Thought from the Inner Journey…Stand in the Fire 

They say if you can’t stand the heat, get out if 
the kitchen.  When it gets “hot” the natural human 
tendency is to want to avoid the pain of difficult 
situation.  Actually the tendency to want to avoid 
the pain seems healthy; however, there are times 
when avoidance does not lead to greater growth.   

Standing in the fire can drive out doubt 
and insecurity, and we find that we are stronger 
than we thought we were.  In fact we may have 
thought ourselves to be weak, but   when you 
can’t run, you either crumble or are seasoned by 
the fire. 

Perhaps you have practiced avoidance all 
of your life and have never discovered that the fire 
melts you and allows you to be reshaped in a way 
that is more in the image and likeness of God that 
is your true ‘form’.  

  If the flames are around you it is time to 
stand firm and discover who you really are.   

 
God bless you! 
 

Love and light, Connie 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
April 1   Palm Sunday 
Greeters:    Youth 
Ushers: Youth  
 
Acolytes:  Levi Mostrom, Charles Loucks 
Assisting Minister: Jim Copley 
Scripture Reader: Youth 
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Communion Servers: Brent & Brenda Anderson 
Social Time:  Al Ravenscroft, Joe & Lori Paulson 
Counters:  Don Boyle, Ken Larson 
 
 
April 5   Maundy Thursday 
Ushers: Ben Buck, Les Carlsborg 
Acolytes:  Emily Owen, Michael Dixon 
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Assisting Minister: Gene Pollmann 
 
April 6   Good Friday 
 
 
April 8   Easter 
Greeters:    Bill & Lynn Koenig, Ben Buck, Meg & Nancy Dobson 
Ushers:   Judy & Dominic Keeling, Don Boyle,   
          Harvey Thompson 
Acolytes:  Bryanna Behning, James Torgerson 
Assisting Minister: Alice Thompson 
Scripture Reader: Rupert Kenyon 
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Communion Servers: Sheri Krumm, Dan Krumm, Pat Fawcett,  
          Dave Folkmann, Rupert & Carmen Kenyon,  
Social Time:  Easter Breakfast 
Counters:  Don Boyle, Ken Larson 
  
   

If you are not able to serve the Sunday you are sch eduled, please find 
your own substitute and notify the church office of  the change.  Thank 
you. 
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April 15  2 nd Sunday of Easter 
Greeters:    Tom & Judy McDonald, Gayle Osterberg,  
         Les Carlsborg 
Ushers:   Brad & Sara Lehman, Don Boyle, Mary Anderson 
Acolytes:  Russ Copley, Dominic Keeling 
Assisting Minister: Mary Johnson 
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Communion Servers: Melissa Wubben 
Social Time:  Chris & Laura Lee, Corey & Ledah Paysen 
Counters:  Don Boyle, Ken Larson 
 
 
April 22  3 rd Sunday of Easter 
Greeters:   Phil & Chris Meraz, Dan & Karen Jensen 
Ushers: Don Boyle, Norma Ness, George Christensen, 

Richard Olson 
Acolytes:  Liza Kroeschell, Claire Boeke 
Assisting Minister:  
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Communion Servers:  
Social Time:  Dave & Carol Putz, Charlotte Kemp 
Counters:  Don Boyle, Ken Larson 
 
 
April 29  4 th Sunday of Easter 
Greeters:   Rupert & Carmen Kenyon, Pat Fawcett, Lisa Nowers 
Ushers: John & Cindy Russell, Don Boyle, Melissa Wubben 
Acolytes:  Matt Bonestroo, Elliott Russell 
Assisting Minister: Gene Pollmann 
Scripture Reader:  
Communion Prep: Arla Randol, Patricia Hill 
Communion Servers:  
Social Time:  Judy Keeling, Neill & Pat Thompson 
Counters:  Don Boyle, Ken Larson 
 



St. Andrew's Lutheran Church Calendar of Events
April 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

8:00 AM Education Committee

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
11:15 AM Property

Committee
11:30 AM Puppets
4:00 PM Scout Den meeting

5:30 PM Scout Den
Meeting

7:00 PM Ames Choral

7:15 PM Outreach
Committee

5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist
(ACA)

6:00 PM Worship & Arts

Bulletin Deadline
7:00 PM Adult Choir
8:07 PM 807

12:15 PM Maundy
Thursday service
5:30 PM Maundy
Thursday Service

7:00 PM Social Concerns

12:15 PM Good Friday
service

5:30 PM Good Friday
Service

2:00 PM Easter Breakfast
Prep

Easter
8:30 AM Easter

Breakfast
10:15 AM Easter

Worship
11:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt

Office Closed -
Easter

7:00 PM Ames Choral

7:00 PM Stewardship
Committee

9:00 AM 60+ at HyVee
West

5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist
(ACA)

5:30 PM Power Pack

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM Confirmation
8:00 PM HS Small

Groups

9:30 AM Mary & Sarah
Circles at Church

7:00 PM Executive
Committee

7:00 PM Sing-a-Long
Messiah

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
11:30 AM Puppets
4:00 PM Scout Den meeting
6:30 PM Good Company

7:00 PM Ames Choral

7:00 PM Tanzania Minis-
try Team

5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist
(ACA)

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM Confirmation
8:07 PM 807

Newsletter Deadline
5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist

(ACA)

7:00 PM Church Council
7:00 PM EMF Meeting

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
6:30 PM Good Company

5:30 PM Scout Den
Meeting

7:00 PM Ames Choral
7:00 PM Scout Pack Meeting

5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist
(ACA)

5:30 PM Power Pack
7:00 PM Family & Youth

Committee

Bulletin Deadline
6:30 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Adult Choir
7:00 PM Confirmation
8:00 PM HS Small

Groups

5:00 PM Ames Chamber Artist
(ACA)

9:00 AM Ames Choral Practice

10:00 AM Mentoring
Workshop

9:00 AM New Member
Orientation

9:00 AM Sunday School
10:15 AM Worship
4:00 PM FFFN Roller Skating

Party
7:00 PM Ames Choral Concert

Church Directory Photos  3:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
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